"The city government, under tbe mayor, a son of the President, seemed to *
be efficient and progressive. Certain great abuses had been tackled with
success and others were being dealt with gradually. . , . My own feeling \vas
that there were a number of high-minded men in the government, that they
were sincerely convinced that they were working for the good of China, and
that in several cases they had really achieved something

This is not to say that all those who gathered around Sun were above
bribery and unacquainted with graft, but 'Sun's ideals were high
morally as well as politically.
Sun's control over the new government in Canton was of short
duration. Opponents within the party challenged his leadership and
succeeded in passing through the legislature a bill which reduced his
power to that of a mere committeeman. Sun, always a leader, was,,
ill-suited to committee work. He held definite views on what needed^
to be done and had an increasing belief that it would have been
better for China if, in the past, he had been more insistent on the
execution of his own plans. He now felt frustrated.
It is not easy to understand how it was that Sun seemed auto-
cratic to some of his colleagues, for more than once his actions were
renunciatory and his writings contain passages of self-blame and,
also, grateful acknowledgments of help from others. He was aware
of his own importance, and even of a destiny that set him above
others, but he knew he was only the medium through whom some
force greater than Sun Yat-sen worked. Sun was -essentially a
humble man. Nevertheless there were amongst those who tried to$
work with him in the Canton government some who resented his *
manner of leadership, It was said he wanted to monopolise all
power ; and, conversely, that he allowed others to usurp his authority.
It was as though at times he forgot the famous saying of Lao-Tzu,
"Govern, a great nation as you would cook a small fish" and overdid
it ; while at other times he was like Wang Ta-hai*s bird of paradise
which "remains among the clouds, drinking fog and eating mist and
never sets foot on the earth".
Sun's passionate belief in democracy kept form from becoming
anything like a dictator and, when he found himself unable to con-
vince his colleagues, he withdrew; sending them a parting message,
"Preadx the gospel of justice and lead the people to righteousness**.
Wliea report of this reached Sun's old comrades in Hawaii they
pointed to the Hawaiian coat of arms with its motto that Sun had
seen so often in lolani days, **The Life of a land is established in